
A great new opportunity…The chance to implement and 
help evaluate a key piece of evidence-based practice. 

We are looking to recruit a number of schools to take part in a funded  
research trial of the Nuffield Early Language Intervention

Early Oracy 
Research 

Project

Nuffield Early Language Intervention 
The Nuffield Early Language Intervention is a 20-week programme proven to help young children 
overcome language difficulties.  It is designed for children aged 4-5 years and combines small group work 
with one-to-one sessions delivered by trained teaching assistants, targeting vocabulary, narrative skills, active 
listening and phonological awareness.  Developed by a team led by Maggie Snowling and Charles Hulme, 
the intervention has been evaluated in robust trials funded by the Education Endowment Foundation and the 
Nuffield Foundation. These have found it to be effective for improving children’s oral language skills as well as 
promoting longer term progress in reading comprehension.   

• The Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI) is designed to improve the spoken language ability of 
children in reception classrooms. 

• It is targeted at children with relatively poor spoken language skills. 
• Teaching Assistants are trained in how to develop children’s language skills. 
• Clear lesson plans are provided to save preparation time. 
• Materials for children are bright and accessible. 
• Three 15-minute sessions per week are delivered to groups of four children during the Spring and 

Summer terms (20 weeks). 
• Children also attend an additional two 15-minute individual sessions per week. 
• All sessions focus on listening, narrative and vocabulary skills. 
• Work on phonological awareness is introduced in the final ten weeks. 

For more information: http://www.nuffieldfoundation.org/nuffield-early-language-intervention
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Come and find out more… 
The Gateway Alliance are hosting two Information Sessions for schools that are interested in finding out 
more about being involved in the project. These sessions will be led by Elklan and will give further 
information about the project. 

Trial Overview… 
Oxford University, Elklan Training, Queens University Belfast and Oxford University Press are working in 
partnership to undertake a large-scale trial of the Nuffield Early Language Intervention (NELI), supported 
by the Education Endowment Foundation.  
The trial will involve 100 reception classes, drawn from 8 geographical areas. Each reception class that is 
part of the trial will be randomly assigned to an experimental or control group, and be subject to baseline 
assessments in autumn of this year.  
Two days training and face to face and webinar support will then be provided to the staff of the 
experimental classes during the spring and summer terms of 2018, during which time NELI will be 
implemented using resources developed by the Oxford University team and published by Oxford University 
Press.  
Schools with classrooms allocated to the control group will each receive £1,000 funding to implement NELI 
during the academic year after the trial, 2018-19, although it will not be mandatory to use the funding for 
this purpose. 
Although the training and support is fully funded, schools that take part will be asked to contribute up to 
£280 towards the cost of classroom resources. 

Date: Tuesday 11th July 2017 Venue: Bulkington Village Centre

Information Session 1 Information Session 2

9:00am Coffee & registration for session 1 12:00pm Coffee & registration for session 2

9:15am Presentation 12:15pm Presentation

9:45am Questions 12:45pm Questions

10:00am Close 1:00pm Close

10:00am-
12:00pm

Drop in - from 10:00am-12:00pm  there is an opportunity for colleagues to stay and ask 
further questions or for schools, that aren’t able to attend either information session, to 
drop-in to find out more.

To book at place at one of these  
information sessions please visit: 

http://gatewayalliance.co.uk/all-events/ 
or contact us on: 

email: info@gatewayalliance.co.uk or call: 02476 347697
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